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ChronologyChronology
Causes of MortalityCauses of Mortality

 OVERSTOCKING OVERSTOCKING --
Stocking levels Stocking levels 
have increased have increased 
over time to over time to 
approximately five approximately five 
to ten times ideal to ten times ideal 
levels.levels.



ChronologyChronology
Causes of MortalityCauses of Mortality

 Development Development 
policies required policies required 
the preservation of the preservation of 
as many trees as as many trees as 
possible without possible without 
regard for impact regard for impact 
on tree health or on tree health or 
increased fire risk.increased fire risk.



ChronologyChronology
Causes of MortalityCauses of Mortality

 Land use decisions Land use decisions 
have been made have been made 
without without 
consideration of:consideration of:
–– Forest and Forest and 

watershed healthwatershed health
–– Increased risk to Increased risk to 

public and public and 
emergency emergency 
respondersresponders

–– Increased Fire Increased Fire 
Costs Costs 



ChronologyChronology
Causes of MortalityCauses of Mortality

 2000, 01, 02 and 2000, 01, 02 and 
03 were severe 03 were severe 
drought years drought years 
triggering an triggering an 
outbreak of outbreak of 
insects, disease insects, disease 
and drought and drought 
related mortality.related mortality.
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ChronologyChronology
San Bernardino and RiversideSan Bernardino and Riverside



ChronologyChronology
San Bernardino and RiversideSan Bernardino and Riverside

Mortality

4408

40802

329098

28954

5845

1

2

3

4

5

Ye
ar

Acres



ChronologyChronology
San Bernardino and RiversideSan Bernardino and Riverside

 The The ““OldOld”” Fire Fire 
burned only a burned only a 
small percentage small percentage 
of the dead trees.of the dead trees.

 The potential for a The potential for a 
catastrophic fire catastrophic fire 
remains and will remains and will 
increase over time.increase over time.



ChronologyChronology
San Diego CountySan Diego County



ChronologyChronology
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Gubernatorial DeclarationGubernatorial Declaration

 Signed by Governor Gray Davis Signed by Governor Gray Davis 
March 7, 2003March 7, 2003

 San Bernardino, Riverside and San San Bernardino, Riverside and San 
Diego Counties had previously Diego Counties had previously 
declared local emergencies and have declared local emergencies and have 
maintained those declarations in maintained those declarations in 
place.place.



Gubernatorial Declaration Gubernatorial Declaration 
Authorities and ImmunitiesAuthorities and Immunities

 Authorities GrantedAuthorities Granted
–– CDF in consultation CDF in consultation 

with other State with other State 
Agencies to assist:Agencies to assist:
 Evacuation PlansEvacuation Plans
 Evacuation CentersEvacuation Centers
 CommunicationsCommunications
 Emergency AccessEmergency Access
 Clear dead, dying Clear dead, dying 

and diseased treesand diseased trees



Gubernatorial Declaration Gubernatorial Declaration 
Authorities and ImmunitiesAuthorities and Immunities

 CDF CDF specificallyspecifically
ordered to ordered to 
improve:improve:
–– Public Evacuation Public Evacuation 

CorridorsCorridors
–– Fire Evacuation Fire Evacuation 

CentersCenters
–– Emergency Emergency 

Response RoutesResponse Routes

 Authority to enter Authority to enter 
private propertyprivate property



Gubernatorial Declaration Gubernatorial Declaration 
Authorities and ImmunitiesAuthorities and Immunities

 Prior to the Prior to the 
Declaration CDF Declaration CDF 
had the authority had the authority 
to treat trees with to treat trees with 
active Bark Beetle active Bark Beetle 
Infestation only.Infestation only.

 Authority based on Authority based on 
BoF declared Zone BoF declared Zone 
of Infestation of Infestation 
(1940(1940’’s)s)



Gubernatorial Declaration Gubernatorial Declaration 
Funding ImpactsFunding Impacts

 Senator Dianne Feinstein and Senator Dianne Feinstein and 
Congressman Jerry Lewis have been Congressman Jerry Lewis have been 
instrumental in securing federal funds to instrumental in securing federal funds to 
assist California.assist California.
–– NRCSNRCS
–– State and Private ForestsState and Private Forests
–– Direct funding to the USFSDirect funding to the USFS

 Both rededicated themselves to this effort Both rededicated themselves to this effort 
at the Engine 57 Memorial Service.at the Engine 57 Memorial Service.



Gubernatorial Declaration Gubernatorial Declaration 
Funding ImpactsFunding Impacts

CDF has received federal grants, CDF has received federal grants, 
primarily from USFS to carry out this primarily from USFS to carry out this 
work.work.

Grant total is $12,808,658Grant total is $12,808,658
Unexpended portion is $6,182,434 or Unexpended portion is $6,182,434 or 

48% of funding remaining.48% of funding remaining.
NRCS grants to local government.NRCS grants to local government.



Gubernatorial DeclarationGubernatorial Declaration
Project impactsProject impacts

 CDFCDF’’s treatment s treatment 
activities along activities along 
Evacuation routesEvacuation routes
–– Status is deceptiveStatus is deceptive
–– Multiple treatments Multiple treatments 

along same portion of along same portion of 
highway are requiredhighway are required

–– 52 miles are under 52 miles are under 
treatment or planned treatment or planned 
for treatmentfor treatment

–– 35% left to do!35% left to do!
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Gubernatorial DeclarationGubernatorial Declaration
Project impactsProject impacts

 All agency (CDF, All agency (CDF, 
Parks, USFS, NRCS) Parks, USFS, NRCS) 
treatment activities by treatment activities by 
project acreproject acre
–– Status is deceptiveStatus is deceptive
–– Multiple treatments on Multiple treatments on 

the same acre are the same acre are 
requiredrequired

–– 70,139 acres are under 70,139 acres are under 
treatment or planned treatment or planned 
for treatmentfor treatment

–– 42% left to do42% left to do
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Future ImpactsFuture Impacts
Short TermShort Term

 Rate of new mortality will Rate of new mortality will 
remain lowremain low
–– Most acreage has been Most acreage has been 

consumedconsumed
 Fire threat will diminishFire threat will diminish

–– Needle cast reduces aerial Needle cast reduces aerial 
componentcomponent

 Falling limb and snag Falling limb and snag 
threat will increase threat will increase 
dramaticallydramatically
–– Dead trees are decaying Dead trees are decaying 

at a rapid rate and are at a rapid rate and are 
unstableunstable

–– Threats to Public and Threats to Public and 
FirefightersFirefighters



Future ImpactsFuture Impacts
Long TermLong Term

 Fire behavior will increase Fire behavior will increase 
dramaticallydramatically
–– High percentage of High percentage of 

down/dead and decaying down/dead and decaying 
timber comparable to timber comparable to 
slash fed fires of late 19slash fed fires of late 19thth

century logging eracentury logging era
 Plume dominated firePlume dominated fire

–– Unusually large and fast Unusually large and fast 
firesfires

–– Fire spread is a function of Fire spread is a function of 
fire not windfire not wind

–– Convection column well Convection column well 
developeddeveloped

–– Profuse spottingProfuse spotting
–– WhirlwindsWhirlwinds



Future ImpactsFuture Impacts
WatershedWatershed



PushbackPushback

 Declaration expanded the number of Declaration expanded the number of 
contractors available to property owners contractors available to property owners 
for tree removal service.for tree removal service.

 ContractorContractor’’s License Board (CLB)s License Board (CLB)
–– LTOLTO’’s are not required to have a Contractors are not required to have a Contractor’’s s 

License under the Declaration.License under the Declaration.
–– Tree Service Contractors are allowed to Tree Service Contractors are allowed to 

perform work normally restricted to LTOperform work normally restricted to LTO’’s. s. 
–– LTOLTO’’s are performing tree removal services.s are performing tree removal services.
–– This is an enforcement issue for the CLB.This is an enforcement issue for the CLB.



Agency and Other ImpactsAgency and Other Impacts

CDFCDF
Cal TransCal Trans
 State ParksState Parks
Riverside, San Bernardino, and San Riverside, San Bernardino, and San 

Diego CountyDiego County
USFSUSFS
NRCSNRCS


